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Rationale & 

Objectives of 

the paper

FGM still a relatively new issue internally in Europe and 
research is very limited

EU is one of the major research donors in the world (1 
Billion budget for next programme – not yet agreed)

This paper aims to identify research gaps on FGM within the 
European context to ensure targeting them in future 
research proposals and advocacy with donors focusing on 
funding research projects. 

The results are shaped around the 4 Ps of the Istanbul 
Convention



Process

Internal End FGM EU Working Group set up: 
GAMS Belgium (BE), AIDOS (IT), Pharos (NL), 
FLHR (FI) and MIGS (CY)

Survey prepared and sent to 216 people 
identified after a desk review as FGM experts 
among external researchers, academics and 
other professionals

A total of 50 people replied from 18 European 
countries

The results were analysed and paper 
developed



Graph 1: Country of the respondents
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Graph 2: Affiliation of the respondents
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Survey results

1. Overarching research priority

2. Prevention

3. Protection

4. Prosecution

5. Integrated Policies



More 

investment in 

Monitoring & 

Evaluation

An overarching research gap 

that came out of the survey was 

the need to ensure more 

monitoring and evaluation of 

actions, projects and policies, 

to identify lessons learned and 

best practices and ensure to 

scale up successful and 

impactful actions, projects or 

policies and improve what has 

been done so far.



Prevention

 Professionals’ knowledge about 
FGM in different sectors, and what 
they need to know in order to 
better intervene

 Engagement of men and boys and 
their role in deconstructing 
traditional gender roles

 Broadening the reflection: 
Connections between FGM and 
other medical harmful practices 
on female body (labiaplasty, 
hymen reconstruction, routine 
episiotomy, the “husband stitch”), 
as well as with male circumcision 
and intersex genital mutilations

 Role of the education sector in the 
prevention of FGM



Protection

 Effectiveness of mandatory 
reporting for professionals 
compared to the effectiveness 
of intervening and discussing

 International protection and 
FGM: credibility issue and ways 
to ensure women and girls at 
risk are protected

 FGM and reconstructive 
surgery: a study of the needs, 
demands, efficiency, of the 
operation and multidisciplinary 
support provided

 FGM and mental health: 
exploring consequences of 
psychological trauma



Prosecution

 A survivor-centred approach 

to prosecution: 

opportunities and challenges

 Effectiveness of prosecution 

/ withdrawal of parental 

rights and the application of 

the best interest of the child 

in concrete cases: exploring 

some alternative penalties?

 The issue of 

extraterritoriality: 

comparative overview on its 

applicability and scope



Integrated 

Policies

 How to ensure the effective 

community engagement and 

participation in policy-

making and implementation

 Updated statistical data on 

FGM prevalence in Europe

 Effectiveness of cross-

sectorial and transnational 

initiatives to address FGM





Key Recomendations

Our key recommendations to donors investing in research are the following: 

I. Ensure more sustainable funds are available for research on FGM, since it is 

only by producing in-depth qualitative and quantitative research that we can 

better understand the phenomenon and ensure we target it in a tailored and 

effective way; 

II. Ensure that funds are made available to conduct research on the topics 

mentioned in this paper, as they could benefit the implementation of more 

targeted policies to address these issues; 

III. Ensure sustainable funding for research around the evaluation of impact of 

projects and policies, as it was an overarching priority identified in the 

current study to ensure we scale up successful projects and invest more 

money in impactful actions.



➢ Website : 

www.endfgm.eu

➢ Be friends with us on 

Facebook : END FGM

➢ Follow us on Twitter 

@ENDFGM_Network

For any further question please contact me at ccosentino@endfgm.eu

http://www.endfgm.eu/
mailto:ccosentino@endfgm.eu

